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Mahalo Nui Loa 

The Volunteer Edition 

While volunteer tenants trimmed grass skirts to decorate this year’s Hawaiian-
style After School Carnival, Garden Park Apartments resident, Latrice, volun-
teered to keep their children happily occupied.  Latrice is mother to two toddlers 
and has plenty of experience working with children and keeping them busy! 

 

With her contribution, Latrice joined the ranks of the commited volunteers who helped launch this 
year’s long-anticipated event.  At the end of every school year, Contra Costa Interfaith Housing (CCIH) 
celebrates the children’s academic successes with a major carnival.  This cherished tradition, organized 
by volunteers from the community, member congregations, and residents, turns Garden Park Apart-
ments into a veritable Wonderland of games, crafts, awards, and entertainment. 
 

“It was beautiful,” said Latrice after the event.  “My kids were running in two different directions.”  She 
added, “My 3-year old daughter’s face beamed when she watched the hula dancers perform.”   
 

The annual carnival can only happen with the help of many volunteers.  There are tenant volunteers 
who decorate, tutors who run games, and board members 
who entertain. The After School Carnival has become the 
event that reveals hidden talents, brings enjoyment to the 
children, and unites community.  It is a unique volunteer ef-
fort that reflects the community’s desire to celebrate the Gar-
den Park youth and the exceptional Homework Club volun-
teers who make success possible.  
 

“Volunteers enhance every aspect of CCIH’s programs,” declared Executive 
Director, Louise Bourassa.  She added, “Without the volunteers who work on-
site and behind the scenes, CCIH’s growth and impact would not be possible. “   
This past year, volunteers gave over 3,500 hours of service, allowing CCIH to 

provide a comprehensive breadth of services to underserved and deserving 
families. It is an extraordinary number of donated hours reflecting the efforts of 
extraordinary people.    

“ Mahalo nui loa” — Thank you very much to all the volunteers of CCIH!  

   

Rev. Laura Barnes Coney of Danville Congregational 
Church (L) and her son, Mac Barnes (R), play with 
bubbles with young resident. 

Aloha!  

GPA resident capti-
vated by dancers of Na 
Mamo Noôeau of Wal-
nut Creek. 

This year, the Lafayette Juniors held their 12th 
Annual Lafayette Kitchen Tour. This volunteer-
intensive, professionally-executed signature event 
showcased six uniquely designed kitchens in the 
Lafayette community.  
  

The Lafayette Juniors is a nonprofit organization 
of about 50 women whose primary focus is help-
ing women, children, and seniors in Lafayette and 
surrounding communities. The Kitchen Tour is a 
much-anticipated yearly event. To organize and 
execute this fundraiser requires extraordinary 
time and talent. The Lafayette Juniors spend most 

of the year finding 

Now Youôre Cooking! unique kitchens to inspire every 
taste and budget; recruiting event 
sponsors; placing advertisements; 
selling tickets; printing programs 
and staging the selected homes. 
  

For the second time, CCIH was the 
major beneficiary of the Tour, 
receiving $17,000 to support ser-
vices rendered to youth and their 
families.  Smaller grants also went to organizations like Brighter Begin-
nings and the Lafayette Library.   

 

Our chef hats off to this year’s event co-chairs, Laura White and Amy 
Parlett, and their team of dedicated volunteers! Many, many thanks 
for all your hard work on behalf of CCIH and other worthy agencies. 



National Charity League, Inc. (NCL) is a non-profit national 
organization of mothers and daughters who join together in 
community involvement within local chapters throughout 
the United States.  NCL’s goal is to foster a sense of commu-
nity responsibility and strengthen the mother-daughter rela-
tionship. Daughters participate in a six-year program of phil-
anthropic work, educational activities and cultural events.  
  
CCIH was first introduced to NCL over two years ago when 
the Lamorinda Chapter volunteered to help with our major 
annual fundraising event, wǳōȅ {ƭƛǇǇŜǊǎ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ bƻ tƭŀŎŜ 
ƭƛƪŜ IƻƳŜΦέ On event day, several talented mother-daughter 
teams arrived bright and early Saturday morning at Contra 
Costa Country Club. These dynamic teams provided much-
needed help with centerpiece arrangement, silent auctions 
set-up and guest check-in. Over the past two years, with 
NCL’s valuable support, Ruby Slippers raised over $200,000 in 
net proceeds to support our at-risk youth and their families. 
  
The Lamorinda Chapter, however, did not stop there! Not only 
did the young women and their moms help with our two fund-
raisers but they had one of their own. Last fall, NCL held a 
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National Charity League 

CCIH Volunteers on the Move! 

Walk-a-Thon at the Moraga Trail on CCIH’s behalf. Chil-
dren, teens, and adults enjoyed a brisk walk around the 
reservoir wearing special T-shirts designed especially for 
the event and donated by Michael and Carolyn Beal-
mear. 
  
This past year, NCL has also provided clerical support and 
helped organize family photo sessions for the residents 
at Garden Park. From one nonprofit to another, keep up 
the great work and THANK YOU! 

NCL Knows How to Throw a Party! 

 
This pictorial sampling demonstrates the integral role of volunteers in the work of CCIH.  We salute you! 



“Here I am!” announced a little boy as he walked into Contra 
Costa Interfaith Housing’s (CCIH) new after-school program in 
Pittsburg.  In stark contrast to his first few visits to the program, 
this youngster used to enter the center after school with a sul-
len, angry frown.  “I’m too stupid.  I can’t do it,” he would say.  
But over the next six months he changed.  Now, he comes in 
with a smile, accepts help and takes pride in his work.  Why? 
Perhaps it’s because he now has a safe, nurturing place to go 
after school to get one-on-one academic help from volunteers 
like Jane Russell.   

  

Jane started helping at Los Medanos shortly 
after the program opened.  Every week dur-
ing the school year, she comes to help tutor 
fifteen children, ages kindergarten through 
middle school.  “It is so rewarding to see 
these children grown in confidence, skill and 
self esteem,” she said, glowing, 
“Oftentimes, they come confused as to 
what they need to do with their homework.  
The interaction and one-on-one tutoring 
they get in this program is invaluable.”   
  

A former teacher and a retired elementary 
school counselor in the Bay Point schools, 
Jane found out about the need for volun-
teers in East County through the Mount 

Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church.  Since she enjoyed 
teaching and wanted to give back to the community, helping 
CCIH’s new East County programs seemed like a good fit.   
  

In addition to Jane, three other exceptional tutors, longtime 
supporters Doug and Sandi Leich and high school student 
Ryan Long, have likewise reached 
the kids.  Still, more volunteers are 
needed.  Given the number of chil-
dren present, the ratio has been 
less than optimal.  In addition to the 
two program days at Los Medanos 

Village in PIttsburg, CCIH 
also runs a program two 
days a week at Bella 

Monte Apartments in Bay 
Point, another affordable housing complex. 
  

These volunteers proved that it’s possible to teach a child 
to announce to the world, “Here I am!” For that hope, we 
thank them! 
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Here I Am!  
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CCIH Member Faith Communities 
Christ the King Catholic Church  

Community Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg  

Congregation Beth Chaim  

Congregation Bônai Shalom  

Congregation Bônai Tikvah  

Danville Congregational Church  

First Presbyterian Church of Concord  
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Grace Presbyterian Church  

Hillcrest Congregational Church  
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Santa Maria Catholic Church 
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St. Monica Catholic Church  
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St. Stephenôs Episcopal Church 
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Contra Costa Interfaith Housing 
3164 Putnam Blvd. Suite C 

Walnut Creek, CA  94597 

Phone: 925.944.2244 

Fax: 925.944.2248 

Email: admin@ccinterfaithhousing.org 

Website: http://www.ccinterfaithhousing.org 

Ruby Slippers - 2012 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ bƻ tƭŀŎŜ [ƛƪŜ IƻƳŜΗέ 
 

Contra Costa Interfaith Housing is having  

its annual fundraising gala on  
 

Saturday, February 4th at 6:00 pm  

at Contra Costa Country Club in Pleasant Hill  
 

The celebration will feature cocktails,  

hors d’ oeuvres, plated dinner, auctions,  

live music and dancing!  

 

Do you have any auction items that you would be willing to donate?  

Here are a few AUCTION ITEM ideas: 

 

 

 

 
 

We are also looking for EVENT SPONSORS 

Your contribution will directly support the programs and services of  

Contra Costa Interfaith Housing (CCIH).  
 

To become an event sponsor or to make auction donations, please contact: 

 Joanne Schweibinz at 925.323.5537 

joanne@ccinterfaithhousing.org 

Erin McGlynn at 925-389-2525 

erinomcglynn@yahoo.com 

Our mission at Contra Costa  Interfaith Housing (CCIH) is to provide  

permanent, affordable housing and vital support services to homeless and  

at-risk families and individuals in Contra Costa County.  

Gift baskets (BBQ, Baking, Camping, 
Gourmet, Golf, Spa, Wine) 

Tickets to live shows, movies, and 

sporting events 

Restaurant and Hotel Certificates Vacation Homes and Condos 

mailto:jschweibinz@ccinterfaithhousing.org
mailto:erinomcglynn@yahoo.com

